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What is harm reduction?
• Accepts people will use drugs

• Acknowledges there is a significant 
risk of harm

• All drug use always carries risk
• Even used as prescribed

• We never use the word “safe”, only 
“lower risk”

• Attempts to reduce the risk people 
are exposed to
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Drugs in the UK

• 84% of substances matched purchase intent

• 62% of people disposed of further substances in their possession 
after getting an unexpected test result
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Drugs in the UK
• Unexpected results are generally complete substitution for a different 

substance (over 2/3rds)

• Substitutions are the highest risk situation
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What are reagent tests?
• Reagent tests change colour 

when exposed to drugs

• The colour depends on the drug

• The same chemical always 
reacts in the same way 

• This allows us to identify drugs
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How are reagent tests used?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2KFxJvvsUmU
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Why do we use multiple reagents?
• Human eyes cannot perfectly distinguish similar colours
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LSD = Purple 
with Ehrlich 
reagent

DMT = reddish purple 
with Ehrlich reagent



Why do we use multiple reagents?
• Human eyes cannot perfectly distinguish similar colours unless they 

are side by side
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LSD = Purple 
with Ehrlich 
reagent

DMT = reddish purple 
with Ehrlich reagent

LSD = No 
change with 
Froehde reagent

DMT = yellow 
with Froehde
reagent



MDMA Test Result
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MDMA Test Result
• If one of these colours was different it would rule out the possibility 

of MDMA

• The same chemical always reacts the same way
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When are 
reagent tests 
useful?

Reagent tests have 
unparalleled 
cost-effectiveness for 
preventing harm due to 
substitution.
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When are reagent tests not useful?
• All drug use carries risks

• Reagent tests are not a silver bullet

• Reagent tests have unparalleled 
cost-effectiveness for preventing 
harm due to substitution.
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When are reagent tests not useful?
• Common sense helps us understand 

many of the risks that testing does not 
prevent

• Choosing to mix multiple different drugs (including alcohol)

• Intentionally taking too much of a drug

• Accidentally taking too much of a drug (because the amount was 
not measured)

• Accidentally taking too much of a drug (because the substance 
was purer than the person was used to)

• Addiction and dependence
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Why use reagent tests?
• Reagent testing is one important tool 

among many

• Testing drugs empowers people to take 
control of their own risk exposure

• Using drugs is not “russian roulette”

• Testing is a powerful engagement tool
• 95% of people who used The Loop’s drug 

checking service had never spoken to a 
professional about their drug use

• Testing reaches people much earlier in 
their drug using “career”
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What happens when drugs are mixed?
• The Loop found that almost all 

“unexpected” results were substitutions.

• Drug mixtures are not common

• When drugs are mixed, reagents show 
mixtures of colours, like mixing paint.
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MDMA : 69%
Meth : 19%
Caffeine : 12%



Kits for students
• Facilitators do not need to be able to 

explain this

• Reagents are intended to be foolproof

• Reagent Tests UK handles all student 
enquiries
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Kits for students
• Test kits are packaged ready to hand 

out
• Single-use vials or multi-use bottles

• Multiple types of test in each box
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Thank you
Guy Jones MChem

www.reagent-tests.uk
www.wearetheloop.org

www.psycareuk.org
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@PolicyChange facebook.com/ReagentTestsUK

http://www.reagent-tests.uk/
http://www.wearetheloop.org/
https://www.psycareuk.org/
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