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What is harm rec

* Accepts people will use d

uction?

rugs

* Acknowledges there is a significant

risk of harm

* All drug use always carries risk

* Even used as prescribed

* We never use the word “safe”, only

“lower risk”

e Attempts to reduce the risk people

are exposed to
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Drugs in the UK

Who uses drug checking services? Assessing %
uptake and outcomes at English festivals in 2018

* 84% of substances matched purchase intent

* 62% of people disposed of further substances in their possession
after getting an unexpected test result
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Drugs in the UK

* Unexpected results are generally complete substitution for a different
substance (over 2/3rds)

* Substitutions are the highest risk situation

WARNING: N-ethylpentylone powder
at Secret Garden Party, 2022

N-ethylpentylone has been missold as MDMA
crystal, powder and pills. Visually identical.

There is a short period of effects similar to MDMA followed by
12-48 hours of severe insomnia and in some cases psychosis.

If you think you have taken N-ethylpentylone try and rest. Most
negative psychological symptoms subside after sleep.

Seek medical help if you experience any of the following: significantly raised
temperature or heart rate , severe agitation, muscle rigidity, non-responsiveness or psychosis
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What are reagent tests?

* Reagent tests change colour
when exposed to drugs

* The colour depends on the drug

* The same chemical always
reacts in the same way

* This allows us to identify drugs
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How are reagent tests used?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2KFxJvvsUmU
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Why do we use multiple reagents?

* Human eyes cannot perfectly distinguish similar colours

R 4 N

LSD = Purple DMT = reddish purple
with Ehrlich with Ehrlich reagent
reagent
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Why do we use multiple reagents?

* Human eyes cannot perfectly distinguish similar colours unless they
are side by side

N~ LE]
LSD = Purple DMT = reddish purple
with Ehrlich with Ehrlich reagent
reagent
DMT = yellow
LSD = No with Froehde
change with reagent

Froehde reagent|
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MDMA Test Result
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MDMA Test Result

* If one of these colours was different it would rule out the possibility
of MDMA

* The same chemical always reacts the same way
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When are
reagent tests
useful?

Reagent tests have
unparalleled
cost-effectiveness for
preventing harm due to
substitution.
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"l got the MDMA online

a few days ago and [took it without testing]. It felt like mdma at the beginning
but then there were quite unpleasant after effects."

"Now | see why it didn't go well,

very disappointing and | feel terrible for not testing my product beforehand :("

MDMA =
N-Ethylpentylone = yellow,

"I would not mind you sharing the story without revealing myself.

Hopefully it will help others to stay safe."
Reagent Tests UK



When are reagent tests not useful?

e All drug use carries risks

* Reagent tests are not a silver bullet

* Reagent tests have unparalleled
cost-effectiveness for preventing
harm due to substitution.
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When are reagent tests not useful?

e Common sense helps us understand
many of the risks that testing does not
prevent

* Choosing to mix multiple different drugs (including alcohol)
* Intentionally taking too much of a drug

* Accidentally taking too much of a drug (because the amount was
not measured)

* Accidentally taking too much of a drug (because the substance
was purer than the person was used to)

* Addiction and dependence
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Why use reagent tests?

* Reagent testing is one important tool
among many

* Testing drugs empowers people to take
control of their own risk exposure

e Using drugs is not “russian roulette”

* Testing is a powerful engagement tool

* 95% of people who used The Loop’s drug
checking service had never spoken to a
professional about their drug use

* Testing reaches people much earlier in
their drug using “career”

2023-04-17

Reagent Tests UK

14



What happens when drugs are mixed?

* The Loop found that almost all DrugsData
“unexpected” results were substitutions. ! 27
* Drug mixtures are not common .
* When drugs are mixed, reagents show iz i e
15 - 30 seconds

'l‘

mixtures of colours, like mixing paint.

sinbJep

MDMA : 69%
Meth : 19%
Caffeine : 12%
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Kits for students

e Facilitators do not need to be able to
explain this

* Reagents are intended to be foolproof

* Reagent Tests UK handles all student
enquiries
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Instructions

. With a blade, scrape some dust from the substance to a

small pile, about this big: @

For blotter, use a quarter tab

. Crush chunks into dust.

. Open the reagent tube

. Scoop most of the pile into the tube

. Close the lid of the tube tightly

. Do not shake—Ilet the substance soak through slowly

. Observe the first colour change only.

The reaction will take up to 3 minutes. Air causes a slow change after this.

. When finished open and rinse with water.

Reagents are corrosive, don’t leave them lying around

Important Tips
« Use a white background to take a photo.

« Reagents stain and are corrosive. Rinse away with water.

See the safety leaflet included for more information. reagent-tests.uk/safety
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Kits for students

 Test kits are packaged ready to hand \
out | v

* Single-use vials or multi-use bottles

* Multiple types of test in each box

Multi-Chemical
Detection Pack

1x Marquis Reagent
Ix Liebermann Reagent
Micro-scoo Ps
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Reagent Tests UK

YW @PolicyChange f facebook.com/ReagentTestsUK

Thank you

Guy Jones mchem
wWwWw.reagent-tests.uk

www.wearetheloop.org

WwWw.psycareuk.org

THE LOOP

Y FSyLdIre Un

Welfare & Harm Reduction

2023-04-17


http://www.reagent-tests.uk/
http://www.wearetheloop.org/
https://www.psycareuk.org/

	Slide 1: Information About At-Home  Drug Testing For Universities
	Slide 2: What is harm reduction?
	Slide 3: Drugs in the UK
	Slide 4: Drugs in the UK
	Slide 5: What are reagent tests?
	Slide 6: How are reagent tests used?
	Slide 7: Why do we use multiple reagents?
	Slide 8: Why do we use multiple reagents?
	Slide 9: MDMA Test Result
	Slide 10: MDMA Test Result
	Slide 11: When are reagent tests useful?
	Slide 12: When are reagent tests not useful?
	Slide 13: When are reagent tests not useful?
	Slide 14: Why use reagent tests?
	Slide 15: What happens when drugs are mixed?
	Slide 16: Kits for students 
	Slide 17: Kits for students 
	Slide 18: Thank you

