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SHAPE IMPACT PROJECTS:  

[INSERT NAME OF UNIVERSITY]‘S INSTITUTION 

AGREEMENT WITH SOS-UK AND THE BRITISH 

ACADEMY   

Congratulations on [insert name of university] in being selected to take part in the 

SHAPE Impact Projects for 2023-24! We are excited to work alongside your institution 

and students to create a diverse range of transformational and impactful projects.  

 

Participating institution expectations 

As a participating institution, you are expected to sign an agreement with both SOS-UK and the 

British Academy outlining your commitment to SHAPE Impact Projects to ensure its effective 

delivery and positive overall experience for students, staff and other project stakeholders.  

By signing this agreement, [insert name of university] is committing to:  

• Promote the opportunity and identify students from relevant disciplines to 

participate, with a strong focus on equality, diversity and inclusion. The institution 

is encouraged to connect with the students’ union on this, for a collaborative 

approach. 

 

• Ensure key members of staff attend the virtual launch event and final conference. 

During the launch event, staff will pitch key sustainability challenges to students 

that are relevant to the university and local community, and during the final 

conference, staff will provide in-depth feedback on the projects. 

 

• Ensure each student group has a dedicated supervisor from the university to 

support them as they develop their projects including check-ins and ad-hoc reactive 

support. Ideally, the supervisor should be the same member of staff who pitched 

the sustainability challenge (or someone who has a wealth of knowledge in that 

area).   

 

• Ensure the supervisor will have enough capacity to meet, and maintain strong 

communication, with the student group and SOS-UK throughout the project, 

supporting the student group to complete their project on time and to a high-

standard. 

 

• Ensure legacy and dissemination of the projects by promoting through relevant 

internal and external channels to celebrate student work. 
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• Provide engagement from a range of relevant institutional stakeholders, including 

academic staff members from arts, humanities and/or social science faculties, the 

institution’s sustainability team, and the Students’ Union (and any other relevant 

stakeholders).  

 

• Explore how your institution can evidence students’ participation (e.g. through 

HEAR record recognition, local employability award, formal course credit or 

payment).* 

* All students will receive a digital badge and certificate of participation, but we encourage the 

university to suitably recognise their participation at a local level too. 

 

SOS-UK and the British Academy expectations 

By taking part in SHAPE Impact Projects, you are likely to have expectations of the level of 

support and training provided by SOS-UK and the British Academy (BA). We will also sign an 

agreement, so there is mutual understanding on both sides to ensure the best possible outcome 

for the projects.  

By signing this agreement, SOS-UK and the BA is committing to:  

• Provide resources to promote the opportunity to staff and students. 

 

• Provide training and ongoing support for students and staff throughout, as listed in 

the project overview section. 

 

• Manage the monitoring and evaluation process to understand the impact of this 

project and share this information with the institution where relevant. 

 

• Administrate the final conference (including full delivery of the conference and 

providing transport/overnight stays for students and staff if relevant).  

 

• Facilitate networking and collaboration between participating institutions and 

relevant local community groups. 

 

• Provide access for support staff and students to relevant resources and networks 

from both the British Academy and SOS-UK. 

 

• Provide access to a range of experts from across the UK, including British Academy 

Fellows, British Academy funded researchers, and the British Academy Early Career 

Research networks. 

 

SIGNED (INSITUTION LEAD)  DATE  

SIGNED (SOS-UK LEAD)  DATE  

SIGNED (BA LEAD)  DATE  

 


