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This is a template for you to design your housing/energy efficiency campaigns with, so please save a copy of this document locally on your drive/laptop/computer for you to edit. 
Alternatively, you can print this document out and complete the plan by hand, if this is more accessible or convenient to you.
What is the problem(s) in student housing that you would like to address in your University town/city/community? Use the examples provided to you in the SOS UK campaign training if you are stuck for ideas
· Accommodation is expensive – York is one of the most expensive student cities to live in outside of London in the UK!
· Accommodation quality isn’t the best – students have reported cold homes, visible damp, condensation and mould, as well as landlords taking a long time to make repairs in properties
· Students have told the SU that they are struggling with the cost-of-living crisis
· In York, accommodation is being rolled out to students earlier and earlier for renting for the next academic year – some students are registering as early as October now for the next year, and this is way too early!
· Some students are responsible for paying their own energy bills, and if they have never paid their own bills before, they may not know what they need to do, or how to manage bills in a responsible way















Who are the affected people? Try to think about this holistically (including underrepresented groups) and what the impacts and/or potential impacts are on the affected groups
Particular groups of concern are:
· International students – they don’t have a guarantor
· Disabled students – their accommodation options can be restricted due to access needs, which can make affordable accommodation difficult for them to find
· Independent students/care leavers etc, who may not have access to family/parental/guardian support financially with rent payments
· Students who may be their first time paying their own bills for the first time – they may be paying more than they should be and not realising!























What is your ideal outcome? This is your chance to take each issue that you have identified, and decide what your solution would be to this issue – this forms part of your overall campaign messaging
· Consider ways to make accommodation cheaper for students, which is unlikely given the University’s financial climate. So, could also consider financial support that can be made available to students
· Emergency funds to help students to pay rent if they are struggling
· Financial support for students who pay their own energy bills, especially to use in Winter, when bills are most expensive
· Ways to improve accommodation quality / support students living in poor quality housing
· Incorporate warmer items into exam wellbeing packs in January, e.g., blankets, hand warmers, hot water bottles
· Poll students to find out what issues they’re facing – Instagram stories on central SU Instagram would be good for this as it has a bigger reach
· Landlord engagement
· York has Good Neighbours Group, which can be used a landlord forum-style space – this could be good for us to use!
· Students have told the SU that they are struggling with the cost-of-living crisis
· In York, accommodation is being rolled out to students earlier and earlier for renting for the next academic year – some students are registering as early as October now for the next year, and this is way too early!
· Some students are responsible for paying their own energy bills, and if they have never paid their own bills before, they may not know what they need to do, or how to manage bills in a responsible way























How will you reach this outcome? What actions need to be taken in order for your outcomes to be reached? 








Who can help you to reach your outcomes/goals? Think about colleagues, connections and networks that you might have or be part of that could help you, as well as any new areas you may need to find a way into.
SOS UK can support with this too – we have a lot of connections across the student housing sector, and offer bespoke campaign support to all SUs – if you’re interested, please get in touch with us!









What actions do you need to take now to put your campaign plan into action?








SOS UK have created bespoke campaign graphics that you can use on social media right away, as well as examples of similar campaigns that you can look through to give you some inspiration on how to bring your ideas to life, including an example campaign template!
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